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Local learners take the spotlight as [College Name] joins national campaign

[College Name] is proud to take part in The Power of Specialist FE awareness week, highlighting the essential role that specialist further education (FE) plays in supporting young people with the most complex needs.

Led by Natspec, the membership body for specialist FE colleges, The Power of Specialist FE awareness week runs from 1st to 5th December 2025. It brings together specialist colleges and other providers offering specialist FE from across the country to celebrate the important work they do with young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

Across England, more than 1.7 million children and young people are identified as having SEND – the highest figure ever recorded. While the growth in numbers and the costs of meeting increasing levels of need is gaining national attention, the focus is primarily on children and schools. The crucial role of colleges, and in particular the specialist provision they offer 16 – 25-year-olds with SEND often goes unrecognised in discussions about long-term solutions.

The existence of specialist FE means that, however complex a young person’s needs, there is college that can support them, give them the opportunities they deserve, and set them up for a bright future.

At [College Name], we [briefly describe what the college specialises in – which learner groups, types of need, types of programme, approaches taken.]. Our programmes help learners increase their independence and gain the confidence and skills they need to thrive in life, contribute to their communities and gain employment [tailor based on purpose of college’s provision and learners’ intended outcomes].

During The Power of Specialist FE awareness week, [College Name] will [outline activity – e.g. host visits from local MPs/councillors, showcase student work, share learner stories online, etc.]. 

Along with other specialist FE providers across the country throughout the first week of December we will be celebrating learners’ achievements and highlighting the vital role of specialist provision. We will be showcasing the impact of specialist FE and sharing stories that demonstrate how it changes lives.

[Insert case study including a brief description of the learner’s journey, their starting point, the support received from the college, stressing the importance of access to specialist staff, facilities and resources, and the outcome. Include a direct learner or parent/carer quote in this.]

[Below is an example quote – please do tailor]
[Insert Principal/CEO’s name], Principal/CEO at (College Name), said:

“We see learners leave our college full of confidence, ready to embark on the next stage of their adult lives. Many are completely transformed during their time with us, thanks to the input from our specialist staff and their unwavering commitment to ensuring learners have access to every possible opportunity. 

“Specialist FE colleges equip young people with the tools to develop their independence, contribute to their communities and succeed in employment. The Power of Specialist FE Awareness Week is a great opportunity for us to show policymakers and budget holders, employers and the public why this provision matters so deeply, not just to learners and their families, but to society as a whole.”

Clare Howard, Chief Executive at Natspec, said:

“Specialist FE is about unlocking potential and creating positive futures. Our colleges give young people, many with very complex needs, the skills, confidence and independence they need to succeed in their adult lives. They are critical to the government’s mission to create an inclusive education system, where no learner is left behind. Yet despite this, the sector is too often overlooked by policy makers. 

“Through The Power of Specialist FE awareness week, we are shining a light on this vital provision to ensure that it is recognised, valued and fully included in future policy making.”

ENDS

Notes to editors
· [Insert information about college here – including link to website].
· The Power of Specialist FE awareness week is coordinated by Natspec, the membership body for specialist FE colleges in England.
· For more information, visit: https://specialistfe.com/.
· For media enquiries, please contact: communications@specialistfe.com.
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