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Social Media Guidance
Overview

Awareness week: Monday 1st – Friday 5th December 2025
Campaign period: 27th October – 19th December 2025

Main hashtags:
· #ThePowerofSpecialistFE
· #SpecialistFEWorksForMe (current learners)
· #SpecialistFEWorkedForMe (alumni and former learners)

Core campaign tagline:

We unlock education. We transform lives. We create lasting impact.
Purpose of the guidance

This guidance is designed to help colleges plan and coordinate their social media activity in the lead-up to and during The Power of Specialist FE awareness week. The aim is to ensure consistent, engaging and professional activity across the sector, raising awareness of the vital role of specialist FE and celebrating the achievements of learners and staff.

Colleges will receive a campaign toolkit alongside this guidance containing:

· Logos and campaign branding
· Social media graphics and guidance for usage 
· A template press release 
· A template stakeholder letter 

In the coming weeks, you will also receive short videos and case studies you can share.

This document outlines when and what to post across X, LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram, with example captions and engagement tips.

Timelines and focus

From 27th October: Early engagement and awareness

Focus on introducing the campaign, explaining what the awareness week is and encouraging others to get involved.

What to post:

· Announce that your college will be taking part in The Power of Specialist FE awareness week.
· Introduce the campaign’s purpose and why specialist FE matters.
· Celebrate your learners, staff and achievements as a warm-up to December.
· Share content that invites the community to support or follow along.

Example posts:

· “We’re proud to be taking part in #ThePowerofSpecialistFE awareness week this December, celebrating the incredible achievements of our learners and staff.”
· “Specialist FE unlocks education, transforms lives and creates lasting impact. We’re looking forward to sharing our stories over the coming weeks.”
· “We’re proud to join specialist FE colleges across the country as we prepare to celebrate #ThePowerofSpecialistFE this December.”

Top tips:

· Use branded assets and templates from the toolkit.
· Tag Natspec and partner organisations to build visibility.
· Encourage staff and governors to reshare posts to build early momentum.

From 10th November: Sharing stories and building momentum

Shift focus to storytelling and engagement. Use this period to build excitement and highlight real experiences of specialist FE in action.


What to post:

· Learner and alumni stories with #SpecialistFEWorksForMe and #SpecialistFEWorkedForMe.
· Short videos or photos showing daily life at college (PLMR will share some centrally produced items closer to the time but you may prefer to use your own).
· Quotes from learners, staff or families about impact and progression (to be collected by colleges).
· Announcements of upcoming events or MP/Mayor/Councillor visits.

Example posts:

· “Every day, our learners show how #SpecialistFEWorks – unlocking education and building confidence for life.”
· “From classroom learning to independent living, our learners show the power of specialist FE in action. #ThePowerofSpecialistFE.”
· “We’re getting ready for #ThePowerofSpecialistFE awareness week! Follow our page to see how specialist FE transforms lives.”

Top tips:

· Include visuals with every post - photos, graphics, or videos.
· Tag local MPs and community partners to expand reach.
· Share and interact with posts from Natspec and other colleges.

1st-5th December: Awareness week

This is the campaign’s focal point. Activity should be daily, highly visible and celebratory.

What to post:

· Daily updates from events and activities.
· Photos and videos of learners, staff and community engagement.
· MP/Mayor/Councillor visits, student achievements and messages of thanks.
· Reinforce the campaign message: We unlock education. We transform lives. We create lasting impact.

Example posts:

· “It’s #ThePowerofSpecialistFE awareness week! We’re celebrating our amazing learners and staff who make a difference every day.”
· “We were delighted to welcome (MP/Mayor/Councillor Name) to see how specialist FE transforms lives. #ThePowerofSpecialistFE #SpecialistFEWorksForMe.”
· “We’re proud to stand with colleges nationwide celebrating #ThePowerofSpecialistFE – unlocking education, transforming lives and creating lasting impact.”

Top tips:

· Post throughout the week – aim for at least one update per day.
· Make maximum use of the pledge board during any MP/Mayor/Councillor visits and post photos of the board being held
· Tag Natspec and use campaign hashtags in every post.
· Encourage learners and alumni to share their own posts using the learner hashtags.

After 5th December: Reflection and thank you

Maintain visibility and momentum after the awareness week ends.

What to post:

· Highlights from events, visits and celebrations.
· Thank-you posts to staff, learners and supporters.
· Reflections from students or visitors about what the week meant.
· Messages reinforcing that specialist FE makes an impact all year round.

Example posts:

· “Thank you to everyone who helped us celebrate #ThePowerofSpecialistFE. Together, we’ve shown the incredible difference specialist FE makes.”
· “We’re proud of our learners and staff for making this awareness week a success. #SpecialistFEWorksForMe.”
· “The awareness week may be over, but our work continues every day to unlock education, transform lives and create lasting impact. #ThePowerofSpecialistFE”

Top tips:

· Share follow-up stories and photos.
· Keep using the hashtags to support the campaign’s longer-term reach.
· Engage with Natspec’s national wrap-up content.
MP/Mayor/Councillor Visits

If you are hosting an MP or local stakeholder visit:

· Announce it ahead of time.
· Share photos and quotes during the visit (with permissions).
· Thank them publicly afterwards and tag Natspec and the MP’s handle.

Example posts:

· “We were delighted to welcome (@MP) to (@College) as part of #ThePowerofSpecialistFE awareness week, showcasing how specialist FE supports young people to thrive.”
· “A huge thank you to (@MP) for visiting today and recognising the vital role of specialist FE. #ThePowerofSpecialistFE #SpecialistFEWorksForMe.”
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