[Day] October 2026
Dear [Name],
I am writing to you as [Principal/CEO] of [college name], a specialist further education (FE) college based in [local area], and a proud member of Natspec – the membership organisation for specialist colleges within the UK.
Specialist FE exists to do something unique and vital: provide the specialist expertise, staffing, support and learning environments that enable young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), including those with complex needs, to develop the skills, confidence, independence and agency they need to thrive. Specialist FE is critical to building a truly inclusive education system. If we rely on mainstream provision alone, some young people will be denied the highly specialised expertise, support and environment they need to succeed. It is therefore essential that specialist FE is represented in the policy and funding decisions that shape their future and not treated as an afterthought.
This November, we would like to invite you to take part in The Power of Specialist FE week, running between Monday 23rd and Friday 27th November. The theme for 2026 is inclusion: broadening understanding of inclusion by listening to the voices of the young people themselves; showcasing the means by which specialist FE enables them to be included; and ensuring specialist FE itself is included and valued as an essential part of the wider education system.
We would be delighted to welcome you to [college name] during The Power of Specialist FE week. You will be able to meet learners and staff and see first-hand how specialist FE is including learners in practice in [local area/constituency].
A fair and truly inclusive education system must ensure that every young person has the opportunity to belong, participate and thrive in their education, with the right learning programme, support and environment for them. For some young people with complex needs, specialist FE is what makes that possible. It transforms the lives of learners, and government must give the same care and attention to securing a high-quality specialist FE sector as they’ve given to plans for improving inclusion in mainstream colleges. Specialist FE provision must be fully factored into local, regional and national policy and funding decisions, including local area SEND plans. Without this, there is a risk that some learners will be excluded altogether.
The Power of Specialist FE campaign calls for specialist FE to be represented and valued at every level of decision-making. By taking part in the campaign, you can help ensure learners with SEND and complex needs are not left behind, and that specialist FE is part of the conversation when it comes to education, skills, inclusion and opportunity.
We would therefore be delighted to welcome you to [college name] during the campaign week in November, if your diary allows. Please email [communications@specialistfe.com / insert College email address] and we would be very happy to arrange a visit or discuss another way for you to support the campaign.
Yours sincerely,
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[Name]						Clare Howard	
[Principal/CEO, college name]			Chief Executive, Natspec
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