[Day] October 2026
Dear [Name],
I am writing to you as [Principal/CEO] of [college name], a general further education (GFE) college based in [local area] which provides specialist provision for young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
While GFE colleges may be best known for providing vocational, technical or academic courses leading to A levels, T levels or BTECs, many also offer specialist courses for young people with SEND, including some with complex needs. They help equip these learners with the skills, independence and confidence they need to succeed in their adult lives.
Specialist FE, like that offered here at [college name] is a small but critical part of the FE and skills sector – and what’s more, it is essential to ensuring the inclusiveness of the post-school education system. For young people with more complex needs, having a place in that system - one where they feel they truly belong and where their needs can be met - depends on having access to the specialist expertise, staffing, support and learning environment that specialist FE provides. That’s why specialist FE must be part of the inclusion conversation and why it must be represented in the policy and funding decisions that shape young people’s futures.
This November, we would like to invite you to take part in The Power of Specialist FE week, a national campaign led by Natspec, the membership organisation for specialist FE colleges, running from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th November. The theme for 2026 is inclusion: broadening understanding of inclusion by listening to the voices of the young people themselves; showcasing the means by which specialist FE enables them to be included; and ensuring specialist FE itself is included and valued as an essential part of the wider education system.
We would be delighted to welcome you to [college name] during The Power of Specialist FE week. You will be able to meet learners and staff and see first-hand how we are including learners in [local area/constituency] through our specialist provision.
[For MPs: A fair and truly inclusive education system must ensure that every young person has the opportunity to belong and thrive in their education, with the right learning programme, support and environment for them. While general FE colleges like ours are committed to making all of our courses at all levels as inclusive as possible, for some young people with more complex needs, inclusion means having access to provision especially designed for them. Specialist FE, whether it is delivered in a GFE or a specialist college, must be fully factored into local, regional and national policy and funding decisions. Otherwise, we risk some young people being left behind.]
[For local councillors: Local authorities are critical to ensuring that every young person with SEND has access to the provision they need to belong and thrive. For some young people, that will mean specialist FE, including the specialist provision offered by general FE colleges like ours. That is why we are calling on local authorities to build specialist FE into their local area SEND reform plans as part of a holistic approach to inclusion, in particular ensuring sufficiency of high-quality specialist FE places. We would be delighted to work with you alongside other specialist FE providers in our area to help shape those plans.]
[For mayors/regional authority leads: As devolution deepens, Mayors and strategic authorities are taking on direct control of adult skills funding and have a growing say over 16-19 and technical education in their region, while SEND costs and demand keep rising across councils. General FE colleges are already key partners in regional skills planning - but the specialist provision they offer learners with more complex SEND is rarely considered. Specialist FE needs to be recognised for its contribution to employment, independence and reduced long-term reliance on public services. It is a small but essential part of an inclusive and effective regional skills system - its potential for being part of the solution must not be overlooked.

The Power of Specialist FE campaign calls for specialist FE to be represented and valued at every level of decision-making. By taking part in the campaign, you can help ensure learners with SEND including those with more complex needs are not left behind, and that specialist FE is part of the conversation when it comes to education, skills, inclusion and opportunity.
We would therefore be delighted to welcome you to [college name] during the campaign week in November, if your diary allows. Please email [communications@specialistfe.com / insert College email address] and we would be very happy to arrange a visit or discuss another way for you to support the campaign.
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Yours sincerely,
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[Name]
[Principal/CEO, college name]
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